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Memory Verse

Constant prayer was offered to God for him by the church. Acts 12:5

Bible Story Summary

King Herod Agrippa persecuted the Christians. He had Peter thrown into prison and two guards 
posted at his cell door. The congregations prayed for the Apostle Peter constantly. One night while 
Peter was sound asleep, an angel suddenly appeared to him. The angel told Peter to stand up 
quickly. The chains fell away from Peter’s hands. The angel then told Peter to put on his belt, shoes 
and cloak and follow it. Peter did as he was told. They went past the first guard and then past the 
second guard. When they came to the iron gate that led to the city, it opened on its own. Soon 
later, the angel disappeared. It was only then that Peter fully realised what had happened. Peter 
went to Mary’s house, the mother of Mark, where many were gathered together to pray. When he 
knocked on the door a girl named Rhoda came and asked who was there. She recognized Peter’s 
voice. She was so overjoyed that she forgot to open the door but instead ran to tell the others who 
was outside. No one believed her. Peter knocked again. When they opened the door and saw him 
they were shocked. Peter told them how God had brought him out of prison. He asked them to go 
and spread the news of this miracle. (Acts 12:1–17)

In Sunday School
The children learn when we continuously pray for something, we can experience divine 

intervention. They also learn that many prayers were sent to God on behalf of Peter and today 

may prayers can also bring about God’s help.

Ideas For Discussion 

An angel led Peter out of prison. As a family, you can 
discuss:

• How Rhoda reacted when she heard Peters’ voice.

• What Peter asked Mary to do when he went to her
house.

Live Your Faith

As a family, you can discuss 
examples from your lives when 
members of the congregation 
prayed for something that resulted 
in a miraculous outcome.
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Message When we continuously pray for something, we may experience divine 
intervention.

Learning 
Objectives

The children will learn:
 � Many prayers were sent to God on behalf of Peter.
 � Today many prayers can also bring about God’s help.

Bible Text Acts 12:1–17

Peter Freed from Prison

King Herod Agrippa persecuted 
the Christians. He had Peter 
thrown into prison and posted 
sixteen guards at his prison door. 
The congregations prayed for 
the Apostle Peter while he was 
in prison.1

One night while Peter was sleeping 
between two guards,2 his prison 
cell filled with light and an angel 
appeared. The angel struck Peter 
and told him, “Stand up!” The 
chains fell off Peter’s hands. Next, 
the angel told him, “Put on your 
belt, shoes and cloak! Follow me!” 
Peter did as he was told. 

Peter followed the angel.3 They 
went past the first guard post and 
then past the second guard post. 
When they came to the iron gate 
that led to the city, it opened on 
its own. The angel was with Peter 
for a little while longer then he 
disappeared. Only then did Peter 
fully realise what had happened.

Peter went to the house of Mary, the 
mother of Mark, where many were 
gathered together to pray. When he 
knocked on the door, a girl named 
Rhoda came to the door and asked 
who was there. She recognised 
Peter’s voice. She was so overjoyed 
that she forgot to open the door but 
instead ran to tell the others who 
were inside. No one believed her.

Peter continued knocking, when 
they opened the door and saw him 
they were shocked. Peter told them 
how God had brought him out of 
prison. He asked them to go and 
spread the news of this miracle then 
he left them.4

Teacher Tip: The 1, 2, 3, and 4 

refer to steps 1, 2, 3, and 4 in 

the Lesson Instructions. 

1

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+12%3A1-17&version=NKJV
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Lead-In
Estimated 
Time

5

 

Your  
Est. Time

Things You 
Need

 � Chart paper
 � Markers

Before You Teach the Lesson

• At the top of the chart paper, write I have wished for... Then divide the 
paper into two sections (see Teacher Notes). Tape the paper on a wall.

What You Should Do

1 Ask the children to think about 
things they have wished for in 
the past. As they respond, write 
their answers on the chart paper.  
If their wish is something earthly 
they can obtain (such as a bicycle 
or a special toy) write the item 
If their wish is for something 
that they would have difficulty 

obtaining on their own, write 
the item in the second column.
If needed, add some of your own 
personal wishes. Then tell them 
that in the lesson today, they will 
learn how the collective prayers 
of the congregations in the early 
church helped Apostle Peter. 

Lesson Instructions

Estimated 
Time

10

 to 

15
Your  
Est. Time

Things You 
Need

 � None

Before You Teach the Lesson

• No preparation required

What You Should Do

1 Ask the children what they 
think will happen next if the 
congregations are praying for 
Peter while he was in prison. After 
they respond, continue telling 
the story.

2 Ask the children why Peter was 
sleeping between two guards. 
After they respond, emphasise 

that the king was persecuting 
Christians at that time. This was 
the third time Peter was placed 
in prison. He had miraculously 
escaped the previous two times. 
The king wanted to kill Peter but 
it was against Jewish law to have 
a trial or carry out sentencing 
during Passover. So that he did 

Discussion Point: What do 

you think will happen next if the 

congregations are praying for 

Peter while he was in prison?

Discussion Point: Why 

was Peter sleeping between 

two guards?

I have wished for…
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not escape again, Peter was placed 
under maximum security. Ask 
the children what they think will 
happen to Peter next. After they 
respond, continue telling the story.

3 Ask the children why an angel 
came to free Peter. After they 
respond, remind them that all the 
congregations were praying for 
him. The continuous prayers on 
behalf of Peter are what led him 
to experience divine intervention. 
Finish telling the story to the end.

4 Emphasise Peter only recognised 
that an angel led him out of prison 
when the angel disappeared. 
He completely trusted God 
even when the circumstances 
were such that he could have 
had a much different outcome. 
The congregations were able 
to witness the power of their 
collective prayers brought about a 
miraculous outcome. 

Real-Life Application
Estimated 
Time

5

 to 

10
Your  
Est. Time

Things You 
Need

 � Chart paper from Lead-In
 � Coloured paper
 � Markers 
 � Scissors

Before You Teach the Lesson

• Cut the coloured paper into four pieces. There should be enough pieces 
so that each child has two pieces of paper.

What You Should Do

1 Give the children two pieces of 
paper. Review the list in the first 
column. On one of the papers, 
ask them to write what they 
would do to try to obtain one of 
the wishes. Collect the papers and 
tape them on the wall. Review the 
list in the second column. On the 
other paper, ask them to describe 
what they would do to obtain 
one of these wishes. Collect the 
papers and tape them on the wall 
beside the second column (see 
Teacher Notes). 

2 Ask the children if they can 
identify why you placed the 
items in two different columns. 
After they respond, explain that 
the first list contains wishes that 
are items which can be obtained 
or purchased if they have the 
means to do so. Read what is on 
each of their papers. Emphasise 
their answers are suggestions 
where they have the power to get 
whatever is on the list. The second 
list is quite different. We do not 
possess the power to make any 

Lesson Instructions (continued)

Discussion Point: Why did an 

angel come to free Peter?

I have wished for…
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of these wishes come true. Read 
what is on their papers beside 
this column. The suggestions on 
these papers should be related to 
praying and asking our heavenly 
Father for His help. Then explain 

that the items on this list cannot 
be purchased, God’s help is 
needed if these wishes were to 
come true. Emphasise when we 
continuously pray for something, 
we can experience God’s help. 

Activity
Estimated 
Time

5

 to 

10
Your  
Est. Time

What You Should Do

1 Do one or more of the activities.

Real-Life Application (continued)
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Craft: Hand and Footprint Angel 
Estimated 
Time

5

to 

7 Your  
Est. Time

Age Level 9–10 years old

Things You 
Need

 � Heavier weight paper (white) 
 � Glue
 � Scissors
 � Decorative craft items (optional)

Before the Activity

• Cut one small circle for each child.

What You Should Do

1 Give each person 3 pieces of white paper to each child. Ask children to 
find a partner. Tell them to first take turns tracing each other’s hands then 
one foot.  Afterwards, they cut out their own hand shapes.

2 After all the shapes are cut out, the children should first glue their foot 
shape on the paper with the toes of the shape pointing towards them. 
Next, they should glue their hands so that the thumbs point down  
(see Teacher Notes). 

3 Finally, give each child a circle and have them glue it at the top of the foot 
shape (see Teacher Notes). Briefly review why the angel is important to 
the story. If time permits they can decorate their angel with the supplies 
you provide. 

Teacher Tip: Ask arrange to 

have some volunteers to help 

with tracing and cutting the 

children’s feet and hands.

Teacher Tip: Pre-cut the  

white paper to sizes that will 

minimise waste.

1
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Game: “X” Marks the Spot
Estimated 
Time

10 Your  
Est. Time

Age Level 8–10 years old

Things You 
Need

 � Word cards 
 � Bible
 � One Chair for each child
 � Index Cards
 � Marker
 � Small piece of paper
 � Tape
 � Music player

Before the Activity

• Print the memory verse word cards.

• Set up the chairs in a circle.

• Write an “x” on a small piece of paper. Tape the paper on the back of one 
of the chairs in the circle.

What You Should Do

1 Have the children stand in front of a chair inside the circle.  Start the 
music and ask the children walk around the inside of the circle. Tell them 
that when the music stops they should find a chair and sit down.  After 
you have done this, ask the children to look behind their chair to see if 
there is a paper with an “x” on it.  Give one of the word cards to the child 
who finds the paper and ask them to place it in the middle of the circle.  

2 Play the music again and repeat the steps. Before the music is stopped, 
move the piece of paper to a different chair. Give the next child who finds 
the paper a word card,  have them place it in the middle of the circle. As 
the childrne add the word cards to the center, tell them to arrange the 
cards so that they form the memory verse. The game continues until all 
the word cards are in the centre of the circle and they are all placed in the 
correct order.  

Alternative Suggestion: You 

could sing a familiar church 

song if you do not have a music 

player. 

1
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GAME WORD CARDS 

Game: “X” Marks the Spot

CONSTANT PRAYER

WAS OFFERED

TO GOD

FOR HIM
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Peter Freed From Prison
GAME WORD CARDS 

Game: “X” Marks the Spot

BY THE

CHURCH ACTS 12:5

X
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Group Work: Paper Chain Story Strips
Estimated 
Time

10 Your  
Est. Time

Age Level 9–10 years old

Things You 
Need

 � Phrase strip set (page 2)
 � Glue
 � Bible

Before the Activity

• Print and cut out one phrase strip set for each group.

• Print one phrase strip page to use as a reference.

What You Should Do 

1 Divide the children into small groups. Give each group one phrase strip 
set. Tell the children that they are to work together to place the phrase 
strips in the order they occur in the story.  After a group has the strips in 
the order they think is correct, check their work. If it is correct, tell them 
to glue the strips together in a paper chain.

2 After all the groups have completed their work, briefly discuss the 
significance of the chain. They should be able to point out that when the 
angel helped Peter, his chains fell off and he was free.

1



GROUP WORK PHRASE STRIP SET 

Herod seized Peter.

Peter went to prison.

The congregation prayed.

An angel appeared in Peter’s prison cell.

Peter’s chains fell away.

Peter got dressed.

Peter and the angel passed the guards.

The prison iron gates opened.

Peter realised God sent the angel.

Peter went to the house of Mary.

Peter knocked on the gate.

Rhoda answered and recognised Peter’s voice.

Rhoda went to tell the others inside the house.

The others did not believe her.

Peter knocked again.

The others were astonished to see Peter.

Peter silenced them.

Peter told them of the miracle.

Peter told them to tell others of the miracle.

Peter Freed From Prison

Group Work: Paper Chain Story Strips
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